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The German Center of Houston (GCH) main mission is to promote and advance German language 
and culture in Houston, Texas, and the surrounding areas (The Woodlands, Pearland, Kingwood, 
Tomball, Pasadena, Galveston, etc.). GCH is based in Houston and is certified by the Goethe- 
Institut, which is the official German cultural organization. This certification allows GCH to 
administer the Goethe-Institut’s prestigious language exams, and teach German as a second 
language in Woodlands areas, Houston, and Sugar Land / Rosenberg. 


The Goals Of GCH 


GCH strives to bring programs to different communities to develop appreciation of German 
language and literature. The goal is to create an interest in America for German culture, and for 
present-day German ways of life. GCH hopes that this will create a closer bond between people of 
German-speaking countries and people in the United States. GCH also wants to foster the German 
language and culture within the American educational system. They teach German language classes 
for adults, children and youths. 


Learn About German Culture 


From the North to the South of Germany there are about 630 art museums, 300 theaters, and 130 
professional orchestras. The museums have diverse internationally recognized collections and also 
include Germany’s young painting. In addition, the country is also recognized as a book nation with 
about 94,000 new books and new editions published every year. The vibrancy of German media is 
represented by its 350 dailies and thousands of Magazines. Its film sector is also growing every 
year. 


Learning About German Society 


Germany’s 82 million inhabitants make it the largest country in the EU in terms of population. It is 
a modern country with a society that is shaped by its plurality of lifestyles and diverse cultures from 
different ethnicities. Traditional gender roles do not apply in Germany and coexistence is promoted 
all over the country. But despite its diverse cultures, lifestyles and ethnicities, the family is still 
considered as the most important social reference unit. Children have forged very close bonds with 
their parents in Germany. 


Learn About German History 


There were a number of bumps that Germany had to overcome before it became a liberal 
constitutional democracy. Historical raptures that have helped form modern Germany include: 


Particularism in the early years of the modern age 

The March revolution failures 

The Weimer Republic 

National Socialism right before and during the Second World War 


German Education 


Science and research play a major role in Germany because it is a land of ideas. The renewal of 
German education and the University system that is currently in progress is already bearing fruits. 


Germans are able to take advantage of opportunities offered by open borders in the EU and also by 
world-wide knowledge networks, because of the country’s high quality education. No wonder 
Germany is one of the top countries preferred by international students. 


German Lifestyle 


Germany cannot be limited to the clichés about the lederhosen and sauerkraut because it has a lot to 
offer. The country’s lifestyle is enriched by the following: 


Great cuisine and fine wines 

Breathtaking landscapes 

Festivals and celebrations 

Vacation destinations 

Fashion and design 

Inspiring modern and medieval architecture 
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